Research Methods – Practice Exercise Worksheet
#7 – Qualitative Methods Worksheet

NOTE: 	If you are planning to use a qualitative method complete parts 1 & 2
If you are planning to use a quantitative method complete parts 1 & 3
		
Part 1: Find the following (qualitative) journal article using the USC Upstate library:

Pennington, N. (2013). You don’t de-friend the dead: An analysis of grief communication by college students through Facebook profiles. Death Studies, 37(7), 617–635. https://doi-org.uscupstate.idm.oclc.org/10.1080/07481187.2012.673536

Find the Method section. What page does the method section start on? 

Read the section on how participants were recruited.

1. What was the author’s sampling frame?


2. How did the author(s) find their participants (i.e. what was their sampling method?)


3. What challenges do you think the authors faced in recruitment of their sample?


4. Describe the study’s final sample:

a. What was its size?

b. What were its demographic features?


5. How did the author(s) ensure the confidentiality of their participants? 



6. How do the author(s) describe the procedures of their study and data analysis? 
a. How do they describe their method (what they actually did to gather data)?


b. How much data did they collect?


c. What did the researchers do with the data once they had collected it? 



Part 2: If you plan to perform a qualitative study, complete part two of this assignment. If you plan to perform a quantitative study, skip to part 3!


Part 2 – Only complete if you plan to research your topic using a qualitative method.

1. What is the population for your study? (not just “everyone” – be specific)


2. Realistically, how many people do you think you can get to participate in your study? ______ and how do you plan to connect to those people?


3. What challenges do you think you might face in the recruitment of your sample and how will you work through those challenges?


4. How will you ensure the confidentiality of your participants? 


5. Describe the procedure of your planned study
a. What is your method (what will you actually do to gather data)?

b. Why is the method you’ve selected the best choice for your project? (5 points)




c. What will you ask/look for/focus on in the collection of your data? (5 points)




d. How much data do you plan to collect? (BE SPECIFIC)

e. Where and when will you collect this data? (BE SPECIFIC – but it’s ok to speculate here)





Part 3 – Only complete if you plan to research your topic using a quantitative method.

Why did you choose NOT to use a qualitative method? What about it does not work for your study?
